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What | Learned about Justice from Dorothy Day

Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin co-
founded the Catholic Worker
movement in New York in 1933.

by Jim Forest

First of all, Dorothy Day taught me tha

justice begins on our knees. | have ne

known anyone, not even in monasterij¢

who was more of a praying person th
Dorothy DayWhen | think of herl think

of her first of all on her knees prayin§

before the Blessed Sacrament. | thin
those long lists of names she kept
people, living and dead, to pray for
think of her at Mass, | think of her prayi
the rosaryl think of her going dffor
Confession each Saturday evening.

“We feed the hungryes,” she said.
“We try to shelter the homeless and gi
them clothes, but there is strong faith B

work; we praylf an outsider who come g7
to visit us doesn’t pay attention to qui ¢ ;'; .

prayings and what that means, then he't

miss the whole point.”

If you find the life of Dorothy Day
inspiring, if you want to understand wh
gave her direction and courage 4
strength to persevere, her de
attentiveness to others, consider
spiritual and sacramental life.

Second, Dorothy Day taught me t
justice is not just a project for th
government, do-good agencies, or rad
movements designing a new social of
in which all the worlds problems will be
solved. Its for you and me, here and ng
right where we are.

Jesus did not say “Blessed are you \
give contributions to charity” or “Blessé
are you who are planning a just socle
He said, “V¢lcome into the Kingdon
prepared for you since the foundatior
the world, for | was hungry and you f
me.”

At the heart of what Dorothy did we
the works of mercyFor heythese weré
not simply obligations the Lord impos
on his followersAs she said on o
occasion to Robert Coles, ‘&¥re her
to celebrate him through these work
mercy’

aerrify us. “Those who cannot see the f4
\odl Christ in the pogt she used to say
éare atheists indeed.”

herDorothy was an orthodox Catholi
This means she believed that Christ
n&ft himself with us both in the Euchar
1and in those in need. “What you did
ithé least person, you did to me.”
derHer searching of faces for Chrisf
 presence extended to those who w
\wer “enemies.” They were, she alwg
tried to remembewictims of the very
veiouctures they were in charge of.

2d She sometimes recalled the advice

hbeuse. Dorothy took the diamond ring out
of her pocket and gave it to the woman.
Someone on the stahid to Dorothy
C'Wouldnt it have been better if we took
rthe ring to the diamond exchange, sold it,
sind paid that womasirent for a year?”
to Dorothy replied that the woman had
her dignity and could do what she liked
‘with the ring. She could sell it for rent
gneney or take a trip to the Bahamas. Or
ywhe could enjoy wearing a diamond ring
on her hand like the woman who gave it
away “Do you suppose,” Dorothy asked,
stigat God created diamonds only for the

hhad been given by a fellow priso
nnamed ManAnn, a prostitute, when s
vfas in jail in Chicago in the early 192
oty ou must hold up your head high a
give them no clue that you're afraid
réhem or ready to beg them for anythi
2any favors whatsoevdBut you must se
cthem for what they are, never forget t
ghey’re injail too.”

Fourth, | learned that beauty is not j
fafr the affluent.

Tom Cornell tells the story of a don

gich?”
e Fifth, Dorothy taught me that meekness
stoes not mean being weak-kneed. There
id a place for outrage as well as a place
rvery plain speech in religious life.
g, She once told someone who was

ounseling her to speak in a more polite,
mmperate wayl hold more temper in
one minute than you will hold in your entire
ffe.”

Or again her lightning-like comment,

iOur problems stem from our acceptance

Third: the most radical thing we canoming into the Catholi@Vorker and| of this filthy, rotten system.”
do is to try to find the face of Christ jiyiving Dorothy a diamond ring. Dorothy Sixth, | learned from Dorothy to take

others, and not only those we find it e
to be with but those who make
nervous, frighten us, alarm us, or e

#yanked her for it and put it in her poc
ter a rather demented lady came|
@me of the more irritating regulars at

e “little way” The phrase was one
iDorothy borrowed from Saint Therese of
eontinued on back page)




(continued from front page)

Lisieux, the Little FlowerChange start

not in the future but in the present, not RPVIOUs in every church, butrather to g

Washington or olwall Sreet but where
stand.

Change begins not in the isolated!

dramatic gesture or the petition signed
in the ordinary actions of life, how I li
minute to minute, what | do with my lif
what | notice, what | respond to, the ¢

and attention with which | listen, the w 9

in which | respond.

As Dorothy once put it: “Paperwor
cleaning the house, dealing with t
innumerable visitors who come all throu
the day answering the phone, keepi
patience and acting intelligenthyhich is
to find some meaning in all that happe

these things, too, are the works of pe &5‘

and often seem like a very little way

Or again: “What | want to bring out
how a pebble cast into a pond cau
ripples that spread in all directions. E
one of our thoughts, words, and deed
like that.”

What she tried to practice was “Ch
technique,” as she put it, which was
to seek out meetings with emperors
important officials but with “obscur
people, a few fishermen and farm peo
a few ailing and hard-pressed men
women.”

Seventh, Dorothy taught me to love {
church and at the same time to speak
honestly about its faults. She used to
that the net Saint Peter lowered wH
Christ made him a fisher of men caug
“quite a few blowfish and not a fe
sharks.”

Dorothy said many times that “th
church is the cross on which Christ
crucified.” When she saw the chur
taking the side of the rich and powerf
forgetting the weak, or saw bishops livi
in luxury while the poor are thrown th
crumbs of “charity’ she said she kne
that Christ was being insulted and or
again being sent to his death.

“The church doesn’t only belong to t
officials and bureaucrats,” she said.
belongs to all people, and especially

most humble men and women an

children.”
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not to focus on the human failings

attention to what the church sets its sig
on. We’re not here to pass judgment
r fellow believers, whatever their ra
int the church, but to live the gospel
wholeheartedly as we can and make
best use we can of the sacraments
’feé/ery other resource the church offers
S.

“I didn’t become a Catholic in order
purify the church,” Dorothy told Coles.

e that if [the CatholiaVorkers] could
urify the church, then she would convg
thought she was teasing me when
fér,st said that, but after a while | realiz
e meant what she kept saying.

“Finally, | told her | wasrt trying to
deform the church or take sides on all
iégues the church was involved in; | w
dpying to be a loyal servant of the chur
sus had founded.
“She thought | was being facetious. S

Jreminded me that | had been critical

gapitalism andAmerica, so why no
Geptholicism and Rome?

“My answer was that | had no reas
fé)’ criticize Catholicism as a religion
Rpme as the place where thatican is
located.... As for Catholics all over th
H@orld, including members of the churg
Hhgy are no better than lots of their wg
g)';tics, and maybe some of us Catho

At the same time | learned from h

Igwew someone, years ago, who kept tellif§

efire worse than our worst critics.”
so Last but not least: | learned from
orothy Day that | am here to follow
ﬁ%—urist. Not the pope. Not the ecumenical
oRatriarch. Not the president of the United
|otates. Not even Dorothy Day or any
aQther saint.
theChrist has told us plainly about the Last
afigdgment, and it has nothing to do with
s Relonging to the right church or being
theologically correctAll the church can
odo is try to get us on the right track and
i keep us therélVe will be judged not on
imgembership cards but according to our
readiness to let the mercy of God pass
sifhrough us to others. “Love is the
shaeasure,” Dorothy said again and again,
~@uoting Saint John of the Cross.

Hers was a day-to-day way of the
cross, and just as truly the way of the open
traoor. “Itis the living from day to dayshe
azaid, “taking no thought for the morrow
cpeeing Christ in all who come to us, and

trying literally to follow the gospel that
H&sulted in this work.”

of
t Article from Salt of the Earthpublished
by the Claretians. Jim Forest began his
ofssociation with Dorothy Day in 1961,
Hwhen he moved to New York City to join
the Catholic Worker community there.
-~ Your online resource for social justice:
phttp://salt.claretianpubs.org
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e WORLD! call Mark,

Rosary: Tuesdays, 6:00 p.m.

Prayer Services: June 24, July 22, Aug.
26 (6:00 p.m., potluck following)

(702) 524-3714 to confirm.
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We NEED more

e

our morning
soupline
on Wednesdays,

“fThursdays and Fridays
't(j Call (702) 647-0728 for
more information
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We also need volunteers for our
monthly Christ the King “Hot
Dog Parties” on June 4, July 2 &
August 6 (Thursdays, 6:30 a.m.)
and for the Knights of Columbus
Pancake Breakfasts on June 13
& July 1 1 (Saturdays, 6:30 a.m.)

We received $33,361 from the
Nevada Clay Guild Empty Bowl
Benefit, 1/3 of our annual budget!

PLEASE JOIN US:
Wednesday-Saturday , 6:00 a.m.:
Morning prayer at Catholic Worker.
Wednesday-Saturday , 6:30 a.m.:
Breakfast served at G & McWilliams to
the poor & homeless (about 150 people).
Wednesday, 8:00 a.m. - noon:
Hospitality Day, we invite 20 homeless
men home for showers, to wash clothes,
and to have a great lunch.

Thursday , 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.:

Vigil for Peace in front of Federal Court-
house, 333 Las Vegas Blvd. S.
Thursday , 11:30 a.m.:

50 Bag lunches delivered to homeless.
Last Saturday of month, 8:00 a.m.:
Deliver food boxes to homes in need.
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